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What is 

TechYES? 
 

 
 Program for students (STLs) helping other Students 

 

 A modern way of learning that evaluate and certify students 
NOT with written test but by completion of projects. 

 

 Every student needs to complete 2 technology literate 
projects and will be evaluate by the STLs or advisors 

 

 TechYES is an innovative way for schools and community 
organizations to offer a technology certification program to 
students in Form 4 and 5. 

 

 TechYES provides student leadership opportunities that 
serve to further strengthen the program and enrich the 

learning community.   
 

 



Technology 

Literacy 

Certification 
 

 

 TechYES certification is an international 
technology literacy program for students. 

 

 Students will earn a certificate that shows they 
have the technology skills required to succeed in 
school and life in the 21st century after the 
student completes two technology projects 
which meet the requirements of the TechYES 
program.  

 
 

 
 
 



HOW TO ACHIEVE 

TECHYES 

CERTIFICATE ? 
 

 
 

 



How to Start a 

TechYES Project 
 

1. You need an IDEA 
 

2. SIGNUP TechYES account 
 

3. LEARN what it takes for a project to qualify for 
TechYES Certification 
 

4. UNDERSTAND the four ways you will use 
technology in your TechYES project 
 

5. PLAN your project 
 

6. CREATE your project 
 

7. EVALUATE project 
 

 
 



Ideas 

 
 Can look at Project Ideas on www.techyes.net 

 

 Search from others website that contain latest 
technologies 

 

 Think of problem you would like to solve 
 

 Choose a topic you care about and want other 
people to care about 

 

 
 
 



How to Sign-up 

for a TechYES 

Account 
 

1. Go to mystl.my 
2. Find your school and click on the link 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Click on "Sign-Up" 



4. Students fill out the required information on the form 
and click "Create My Account" when they are finished.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Make Sure that Peer 

Mentor is checked if 

the Student is a Peer 

Mentor. Otherwise, 

"TechYES Student" 

should stay 

checked!!!!! 



5. Once the account has been created the teacher must 
first log in and "Accept" you before can log into the site! 
Teachers can do this by logging into their account and 
"Accepting" the student names as they appear on the 
Advisor Dashboard. After this is done then you will be 
able to log-in to your account.  
 

 

 



Learn TechYES 

Certification 

Requirements 

 
1. The project must include one or more types of 

technology such as a computer, digital camera, 
scanner, internet, and/or software applications. 
 

2. Technology must be used in carrying out 4 parts 
of every project which are Gather, Organize, 
Construct, and Share in order to show that a 
TechYES Certified Student is skilled in applying 
technology to various kinds of tasks. 
 

3. A project must be creative and attractive to other 
people that evaluate. 

 
 



pieces of a 

techyes project 

 
 
 
 



Planning a 

TechYES Project 
 

1. Click on "Create Project Now" to get to the Project 
Planning screen.  

2. Fill in the required details of the project you plan on 
doing offline.  

 
 

 

Once the project is finished, you can 

post the URL of the website where 

the project is kept. This will make the 

project easy to access later.  



3. Add more details to your project using the Project 
Planning Form. This helps you keep your project focused 

on the goal of showing Technology Literacy 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Click on Start "Project Plan Now" to 

add further details of your project 

and to help make sure that your 

project is focused on showing 

technology literacy.  



 
 

4. Fill in all the required fields and click "Save". 
 

 

 



Evaluation of a 

TechYES Project 

 
To make sure that you qualify for the TechYES 
Certification, each of your projects will be judged by 
3 people: 
 
1. You 
2. A TechYES Peer Mentor 
3. The TechYES Advisor 
 
You will have the first chance to judge the success 
of your project. Then, your TechYES Peer Mentor 
and your TechYES Advisor each have the 
opportunity to show how closely they agree with 
your judgment and offer any additional opinions of 
your projects. 

 

  



What Peer 

Mentor 

Evaluation 

Looks Like  

 
1. Find a computer where the student can show you his/her project without 

interruption. 
 

2. Ask the student to show you his online Project Evaluation Form 
 

3. Ask the student to show you his/her project. Listen carefully while he or she gives 
a brief explanation of the purpose of the project, the audience, and shows you 
the project. Let her/him finish before you start your evaluation. 

 
4. As you work with the student, use the online Project Evaluation Form as a guide 

and check whether the student shows mastery of each criteria or not. Ask open-
ended questions (not yes or no questions) like the ones on the next page so the 
student shows you his/her understanding of the project and technology. 

 
5. Once you are satisfied that the student truly understands the technology and has 

fulfilled the Gather, Organize, Construct and Share requirements, click "Save 
Changes to Evaluation".  

 
6. The Approval shows that you have deemed the TechYES Project worthy of 

Certification. 
 

7. Congratulate the student on his success and tell him to see the TechYES Advisor 
for the final evaluation and sign-off. Explain that he will go through a similar 
process with the Advisor.  

 



Example 

Evaluation 

Questions 
Just like when you are tutoring, when you evaluate a TechYES project you should never 
―take over‖ or do all the talking for the student. It is their work and they need to prove 
they understand it! The questions you ask should help the student tell you in their own 
words about how their project works. Even though you probably can tell what program 
the student used or where their files are saved, the important thing is to make sure that 
THEY know how all the technology works and can show you by themselves. Questions 
that start with ―Show me,‖ ―Explain,‖ or ―How did you...‖ are the best kind to ask during 
your evaluations. 

 



 Be friendly 

 Tell them what you think 

 Listen carefully to understand 
what they did 

 Let them talk 

 
 

 
 

 
talking 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DO 

DO 

NOT 

 Try to trip the student up with tricky 
questions 

 Make your evaluation ―secret‖ 

 Tell them how they should have done 
it differently 

 Start pointing out problems before 
they are done 

 



Using the Online 

System 
 
Website Overview 
All Generation YES programs use a password-protected website that contains tools, curriculum 
material, resources, and support information. These websites are available from any computer 
with an Internet browser, but only schools that are licensed to deliver Generation YES programs 
are provided with the accounts and passwords necessary to access the tools. 
 
Each TechYES Advisor, Peer Mentor, and student has a unique username and password that 
opens a Dashboard, for that person. The Dashboard is a customized control panel for all 
TechYES tools, curriculum, resources, and reports. 

 
Advisor Registration 
Advisors must have a TechYES account to access their Advisor Dashboard. It is important that 
this email be one that is checked regularly, and kept up to date using the Profile page. Using a 
home email account is fine, as long as the Advisor checks the email regularly. If you are not 
getting email, check your spam filter or call Generation YES for help. You may have to ask your 
district IT department to allow email from the domain ―genyes.com‖ to be allowed through. 

 
It is highly recommended that schools include their TechYES Welcome Page on their school or 
class website to make it easier for students, peer mentors, and the Advisor to find. The 
TechYES Advisor Toolkit includes a short segment of HTML code that can be used for this 
purpose. 
 

The Advisor Dashboard 
The Dashboard provides TechYES Advisors with access to all online TechYES tools, resources, 
curriculum, and reports. It also enables Advisors to monitor the activities of TechYES students 
both individually and in groups—as they progress through the TechYES program.  

 



The Dashboard is the Advisor‘s main summary view of the TechYES online tools. The student 
projects are listed next to each student name, and color-coded for a quick overview of all 

TechYES projects and certifications. Dashboard color codes: 
 
o Red - Project not started 

o Yellow - Project started 

o Blue - Project approved by Peer Mentor only 

o Green - Project approved by Advisor 

 
As the student projects are evaluated and approved, the Dashboard changes to reflect the 
current status. The Dashboard also shows how many certificates are left to issue. 
 
The menu on the left side of the screen offers access to all other areas of the 
online tools. 
 
o Projects shows the current status of every student‘s 

TechYES project. TechYES Advisors can monitor project 
development for individual students or the entire class 
from one easy-to-use interface. 
o Certificates shows students who are eligible or have 

completed certification 
o Blog is used by Peer Mentors for communication with 

the Advisor. 
o Wiki is an editable space for Advisor and Peer Mentor 

developed resources. 
o Learn includes curriculum activities and all 

accompanying resources. 
o Toolkit (Advisors only) includes TechYES handouts, 

videos, sample contracts, and other resources. 
o Reports (Advisors only) compiles detailed technology 

literacy data into customized reports. 
 
Note that the Dashboard for a newly created TechYES class will not display 
 any student data, since students have yet to register into the class. Instead, it 
will simply provide access to program tools, resources, and content. 

 
Creating Student Groups 
Before students log in, the TechYES Advisor should create one or more Groups for students. A 
group can consist of any number of TechYES students. It can be a class, club, different sections 
or periods, or any way that makes sense to group the students. You can name the group 
―TechYES Period 4 Class‖ or ―Tuesday after-school TechYES Team‖ to make it easy to find 
student records. Students can only belong to one group at a time. 
 
 
 
 

 



 Advisors who teach TechYES multiple times, or teach multiple 
Generation YES programs concurrently, can use their single TechYES Advisor account to 
establish and access multiple groups of students. The same Advisor username and password 
will work for all groups. 
 
Click on the Add Group link on the right side of the Dashboard and enter a 
name for your TechYES club or class. 

 
Step 2: Advisor Accepts Student Registration 
TechYES Advisors will see an ―Accept/Deny‖ notification appear on their Advisor 
Dashboard, and can approve each student account. Once the Advisor accepts 
the student into the class, the student will receive an email with their login and 
password information and can log in to their account from the Welcome Page. 
Once students and Peer Mentors have been approved, the Advisor will see them 
listed alphabetically on the Advisor‘s Dashboard as well as the status of their 
projects, wikis, and blogs. 

 
Adding students without registration 
Advisors may decide to skip student self-registration and use the Add Student link 
on the right side of the Dashboard. However, we recommend that you allow the students to 
complete this step for themselves. It helps them feel a sense of ownership to the online tools 
and resources provided for them as part of 
TechYES. 
 

Managing Students 
The TechYES online tools gives Advisors flexibility in managing student accounts. 

 
Add Students to a Group 
To add one or more students to a group, click the box in front of their name(s) on the 
Dashboard. Select a group from the drop-down Action menu. Once the group is selected, the 
student(s) will automatically be added to it. 

 
Student Login 
Once the student registration process has been completed, TechYES students and Advisors 
can log into their accounts from either the ―members‖ TechYES home page 
(members.genyes.com), or from your school‘s Welcome page located at your school‘s custom 
URL. 
 
Once logged into their accounts, students have access to the resources and tools appropriate to 
their TechYES course. When work is completed, students should click the Logout link (upper 
right corner of page) to make sure that no one else can access or enter data using their 
account. 

 
Forgotten Username or Password 
Click on Reset your password link on the Login section of your TechYES Welcome Page. It 
will ask you to supply your email address. If the user has valid email address in their profile, a 



link will be emailed to that address. Click on this link in the email to login and enter a new 
password. Alternately, the Advisor can find the student‘s name on the Advisor Dashboard and 
click on it. Click on Edit Profile and it will show you the login name used by the student, and 
give you an option to enter a new password. You can then tell the student what their new 
password is. 

 
Editing Student Profiles 
Students can edit their own user settings from their Dashboard. Click on the Profile 
link in the upper right corner of the screen and their profile will be displayed. To edit 
the profile, click the Edit Profile button. The Advisor may also edit student settings 
by clicking on a student name and selecting the Edit Profile button. 

 
Archiving Students 
Students may be removed from the active list of students on the Advisor Dashboard by 
archiving them. For a single student, click the Archive button in the student Profile. For multiple 
students, check their names in your Dashboard view and select Archive from the dropdown 
Action list near the top of the Dashboard. 
 
After the school year ends, you may wish to archive the current students and start the new year 
with a clear Dashboard. During the year, you may wish to remove students who leave the class 
by clicking the Archive button in the student Profile. However, archiving student accounts 
removes them and all their project and certification data from the Reports. Be sure to generate 
any needed reports before you archive students. 
If you need to retrieve student accounts, you can restore them by clicking on the link under the 
Archived Accounts heading on the right side of the Dashboard. 

 
School Profile Settings 
The settings for your TechYES class can be changed by clicking on the School Settings link in 
the upper right corner of the Dashboard. Here, you can decide which TechYES features 
you‘d like activated or deactivated. Everything is turned ‗on‘ by default. Unchecking a 
box and clicking ‗save‘ will remove that feature. 
 
These school settings affect all the Generation YES programs a school has. TechYES settings 
allow the Advisor to simplify the student and Peer Mentor Dashboards if you have decided to 
not use the online Evaluation and Project planning tools. 

 
TechYES Project Manager 
 
The Project Manager was designed to help Advisors and Peer Mentors evaluate and approve 
TechYES Projects. Here, Peer Mentors can claim projects to evaluate and perform the 
evaluation. Advisors can track the whole process and record their own evaluation of student 
projects. The Project Manager can be used by TechYES schools to replace or supplement the 
paper forms found in the Student Guide. 
 
Students do not see the Project Manager from their Dashboard, but have a 
simpler interface that allows them to start new projects or edit existing ones. The Project 
Manager includes the following options: 
 

New – Click to start a new project. 



Unclaimed – Shows all the projects that have not yet been claimed or 
assigned to a Peer Mentor for evaluation. 

Pending – These are projects which are still being evaluated and not yet 
approved. 

Mentor Approved – Shows a list of all the projects which have been 
approved by Peer Mentors and are waiting for final evaluation from the 
TechYES Advisor. 
 

New Projects 
Students can create new projects from their Dashboard. If you are not using individual student 
accounts, TechYES Advisors and Peer Mentors can click on the New link to create a new 
project. The Advisor or Peer Mentor can enter a project name, description, and check off the 
technologies that will be used to construct the project. These can be changed later if needed. 
 
The new project can be assigned to a student through the drop-down list of existing student 
accounts. If students at your school are not being given their own accounts, you can still add 
projects by adding the student as a ―New Student.‖ However, these student accounts are 
called ―passive‖ accounts, and cannot be used by students to log in and edit 
their own projects. Click Create Project will assign the project to the student. 
 

Unclaimed Projects 
Clicking Unclaimed will show every student‘s TechYES project that has been 
created, yet not approved or claimed by a Peer Mentor to begin the evaluation. 
Peer Mentors are able to select a project and click the Claim Project link. This will assign the 
project to the Peer Mentor for evaluation. The project will move from this list to the Pending 
Projects list. 

 
Pending Projects 
Projects that have been claimed or assigned to Peer Mentors, yet have not been 
evaluated and approved are listed here. A Peer Mentor will be able to see only a list of the 
projects they have claimed, while an Advisor will see all projects claimed by all Peer Mentor. 
This feature ensures that all TechYES projects are on an organized path towards certification. 

 
Mentor Approved Projects 
Once a project has been evaluated and approved by the student and Peer Mentor, it is moved 
to this list. This section of the Project Manager shows all the projects that are awaiting 
evaluation by a TechYES Advisor. This screen shows the project name, the student‘s name, the 
date the project was created, the technologies used, and if the student created a detailed 
project plan. Clicking on the project name gives more detailed information on the specific 
project. 
 
Once projects have received final approval from the TechYES Advisor, they no longer show up 
in the Projects section, but can be seen on the Dashboard in green next to the student name. 

 

Certificate Manager 
The Certificate Manager allows an Advisor to manage which students are certified as 
technology literate. Certificates are ready to be issued once a student has two TechYES 
projects that have been approved by the Advisor, and all other certification steps have been 
completed. The Certificate Manager includes the following options: 
 



Pending – Shows students who have completed two projects successfully 
Approved – Shows students who are fully certified, and if the certificates have been issued 
from Generation YES. 
 

Pending Certifications 
This list shows all students who have completed two projects. This is the screen where the 
Advisor gives the final approval that a student not only created two projects, but they have 
satisfactorily demonstrated knowledge of web safety, ethics, and information literacy. The 
Advisor should check the boxes next to the students‗ names and then select Issue TechYES 
Certificate from the drop down Action list when ready to approve students. Advisors will be 
asked to agree that the selected students have met the TechYES criteria for Certification. Once 
the Advisor clicks the Agree button, the students are moved to the Approved list in the 
Certificate Manager and Generation YES receives a notice that certificates are ready to be 
issued. 
 
Generation YES recommends that Advisors certify the majority of students at one time. This 
allows the largest amount of certificates to be mailed at once and lessens the likelihood that 
certificates will be misplaced. In addition, please make sure that student names are spelled 
correctly and that the address of the school in the School Settings is correct. 

 
Approved Certifications 
This list shows students who have been TechYES Certified. The ―Certified‖ column indicates 
students who have been certified by the TechYES Advisor. The ―Shipped‖ column indicates 
whether the certificate has been mailed from the Generation YES office. Please allow a two-
week turnaround from the time you certify students to the time you wish to receive TechYES 
Certificates. 

 
Advisor Quick-Add 
The Advisor Quick-add button is a fast way to add students and their project names simply to 
request Certificates. If you choose not to use the online project tools, this will create ―passive‖ 
accounts for the students and immediately place them on the Pending Certification list with 
both projects approved. These passive student accounts cannot be used by students so 
Advisors should be cautious about using them if there is a chance that you will want students to 
log in at any point in the future. 
 

Learn (Curriculum) 
The Learn section contains all the curriculum and associated resources for the TechYES class 
or club. All TechYES programs include Units 1-3 of curriculum plus a unit on preparing Peer 
Mentors (Unit 0). If your school site has purchased the optional TechYES TLC, there will be 11 
additional units in the Learn section. Activities and resources can be accessed 
by clicking on the top-level unit titles. See Chapter 15 of this Implementation Guide for details on 
the TechYES Curriculum. 

 
Show/Hide Curriculum Units 
To customize the units that students can see in their Learn section, TechYES Advisors can 
show or hide curriculum units individually. Click on the Unit heading to see the Hide or Show 
button. 

 
 



TechYES Toolkit 
The Toolkit contains electronic versions of all TechYES content and resources that aren‘t part of 
the curriculum. These include: 
 
o Videos – video clips to show the TechYES students, parents, or 

administrators 
o Resources – electronic versions of the resources found in the printed 

Implementation Guide, such as student contracts, sample letters, etc. 
o Peer Mentor Guide and Certificates 

o Implementation Guide (PDF) 

o TechYES Custom School Link Link – HTML code to place a link to the custom TechYES 

Welcome Page directly on the school website. Each TechYES school has a unique URL where 
students, Peer Mentors, and Advisors can go to log in to manage projects. 

 
Blog 
The secure TechYES Blog allows the Advisor and Peer Mentors to communicate and share 
information anytime, anywhere. The TechYES Advisor can ask questions, make 
announcements or require Peer Mentors to blog about their work with students. TechYES blog 
entries are private between the Peer Mentors and Advisors and are not available on any public 
web page. 
 
Peer Mentors add blog entries from their Peer Mentor Dashboard, and these entries are 
accessible in their profile from the Advisor‘s Dashboard. In addition, the blog can function as a 
bulletin board. Mentors and Advisors can choose to post an entry as a question that will display 
on every Peer Mentor‘s Dashboard and allow Peer Mentors and Advisors to post comments and 
responses. The TechYES Advisor can also make his or her blog posts into announcements that 
will display on every Peer Mentor‘s Dashboard. The BlogRoll provides an overview of all the 
blog posting done by Advisors and Peer Mentors. 

 
Wiki 
The TechYES Wiki is an editable webpage that TechYES Advisors and Peer Mentors can use 
to create articles and help resources for the school. To edit the Wiki, Peer Mentors or Advisors 
click on the Wiki link on their Dashboard to contribute and edit articles. TechYES Advisors 
approve all articles before they are published. Be sure to click Publish Wiki if you want all 
TechYES students to be able to view the wiki. You will be asked if you are sure you want the 
wiki to be made public. Clicking ‗okay‘ will allow anyone to click on the Wiki link on your school‘s 
Welcome Page see what has been published. 

 
Technology Literacy Reports 
The Advisor can access their school‘s TechYES data by clicking on the Reports link. Reports 
can be generated on students, Peer Mentors, completed projects, and certification. Clicking on 
the Peer Mentor or student reports link allows the Advisor to see individual student data and 
compare it to all TechYES schools. Clicking on the Project Description link shows a detailed 
description of every completed TechYES project at your school. 
 
All these reports can be customized by selecting any range of dates. This feature allows the 
Advisor to more accurately chart the evolution of their TechYES program. 


